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STATE OF MICHIGAN 

BEFORE THE MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

 

In the matter, on the Commission’s own 
motion, regarding the regulatory reviews, 
revisions, determination and/or approvals 
necessary for regulated electric providers to 
comply with Section 61 of 2016 PA 342. 

 
 

U-20713 
 

ALJ Martin D. Snider 
 

 
 

PETITION TO INTERVENE OF 
MICHIGAN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION FOR UTILITY ISSUES 

 
1. The Michigan Municipal Association for Utility Issues (“MI-MAUI”), a Michigan 

non-profit corporation, seeks to intervene in this case under Rule 410(1) of the Commission’s 

Rules of Practice and Procedure, R 792.10410(1). 

2. MI-MAUI, which is a membership organization of Michigan municipalities, 

including a number that are customers of Detroit Edison (DTE), was formed to represent 

interests of, and provide technical assistance and education to, municipalities and other local 

government agencies in Michigan in matters involving regulated utilities, including state 

regulatory processes and direct business relationships with utilities. 

3. As ratepayers, a number of MI-MAUI’s member municipalities are potential 

customers of DTE’s Voluntary Green Energy Program (“VGP”), and thus have a direct interest 

in the design, cost, and implementation of the VGP.   See Affidavit of MI-MAUI Director 

Richard Bunch (Exhibit A).   

4. Additionally, as governmental bodies, member municipalities have unique 

insights to offer as to the desires of their constituents, who are also customers of DTE.   

5. As an organization with members who are customers of DTE and potential 

participants in the VGP, MI-MAUI should be granted intervention by right, because its members 



would be directly affected by the outcome of this case.  Specifically, because members of MI-

MAUI are directly within the zone of interests that would be affected by the Commission’s 

decision in this case, MI-MAUI has organizational standing.  See, e.g., Assoc. of Data 

Processing Service Orgs, Inc. v. Camp, 297 US 150 (1970); Drake v. Detroit Edison, 453 F Supp 

1123, 1129 (WD Mich 1978).   

6. MI-MAUI would also be eligible for permissive intervention, because its 

members, as representative governments, can provide useful information and unique perspective 

regarding the desires and needs of their constituents.   

7. MI-MAUI staff, as well as member municipalities and their staff have extensive 

knowledge and experience in the area of ratepayer advocacy.  In addition, MI-MAUI has 

provided comments to the Commission in cases No. U-20147 and U-20697.   

8. This petition to intervene is timely. 

9. No other party adequately represents the interests of MI-MAUI and its members.  

While the City of Ann Arbor is a member of MI-MAUI and has intervened separately in this 

matter, it is not the only member of MI-MAUI that is a DTE customer.  Moreover, MI-MAUI 

and the City of Ann Arbor have agreed to share counsel and coordinate to prevent any 

duplication of effort in this docket.   

10. MI-MAUI requests that all notices and pleadings be served on:  

Valerie J.M. Brader 
Rivenoak Law Group, P.C.  
3331 W. Big Beaver Rd., Ste. 109 
Troy, MI 48084 
 
valerie@rivenoaklaw.com; and  
ecf@rivenoaklaw.com.   
 

mailto:valerie@rivenoaklaw.com
mailto:ecf@rivenoaklaw.com


For the reasons outlined above, MI-MAUI respectfully requests that the Commission 

grant this petition to intervene and treat MI-MAUI as a party to this proceeding.   

 

Dated: October 19, 2020 
 

RIVENOAK LAW GROUP P.C. 
 
 

By: 

_____________________ 
Valerie J.M. Brader 

Attorney for MI-MAUI 
3331 W. Big Beaver Rd. 
Suite 109  
Birmingham, MI 48084    
Telephone: (248) 677-1045 
Email: valerie@rivenoaklaw.com 
           ecf@rivenoaklaw.com 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

On the date below, an electronic copy of Appearances of Valerie J.M. Brader on behalf of 
the Michigan Municipal Association for Utility Issues was served on the following: 

 
Name/Party E-mail Address 

Administrative Law Judge 
Martin D. Snider, ALJ 

 
sniderM@michigan.gov 

Counsel for DTE Electric Co. 
Lauren D. Donofrio 
Paula Johnson-Bacon 

mpscfilings@dteenergy.com 
lauren.donofrio@dteenergy.com 
paula.bacon@dteenergy.com 

Counsel for MPSC Staff 
Amit T. Singh 
Nicholas Q. Taylor 

 
singha9@michigan.gov 
taylorn10@michigan.gov 

Counsel for Soulardarity 
Nick Leonard  
Robert A. Weinstock 
Mark N. Templeton 
Rebecca J. Boyd 

 
Nicolas.leonard@glelc.org 
rweinstock@uchicago.edu 
templeton@uchicago.edu  

  Rebecca.j.boyd@gmail.com  
 

Counsel for Natural Resources Defense Council, 
Michigan Environmental Council 
Lydia Barbash-Riley 
Christopher M. Bzdok 

 
 
 lydia@envlaw.com 
 chris@envlaw.com 

Counsel for Energy Michigan, Michigan EIBC, 
IEI, and AEE 
Laura Chappelle 
Timothy Lundgren 
Justin Ooms 

 
 
 lachappelle@varnumlaw.com 
 tjlundgren@varnumlaw.com 
 jkooms@varnumlaw.com 

 

The statements above are true to the best of my knowledge, information and belief.
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RIVENOAK LAW GROUP P.C. 
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______________________ 
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Attorney for MI-MAUI 
3331 W. Big Beaver Rd. 
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Birmingham, MI 48084    
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Email: valerie@rivenoaklaw.com 
           ecf@rivenoaklaw.com 
             
 

  
 

mailto:valerie@rivenoaklaw.com
mailto:ecf@rivenoaklaw.com



