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May 11, 2020 

Ms. Lisa Felice 
Executive Secretary 
Michigan Public Service Commission 
7109 West Saginaw Highway 
Lansing, MI 48917 

Re: Bluewater Gas Storage LLC  
Case No. U-20745 

Dear Ms. Felice: 

Enclosed for electronic filing please find the Affidavits of Publication of the Notice of 
Hearing, which was issued by the Michigan Public Service Commission Executive Secretary on 
April 9, 2020.  

Should you have any questions, please contact me. 

Very truly yours, 

Miller, Canfield, Paddock and Stone, P.L.C. 

By:  
Sherri A. Wellman 

SAW/ehk 
Enclosures 
cc w/enc:  ALJ Sally L. Wallace 

  Mike Orris 
  Mary Wolter 
  Richard Stasik 
  Koby Bailey 

35858448.2\130071-00001
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
MICHIGAN PUBLIC SERVICE

COMMISSION
NOTICE OF HEARING

FOR THE GAS CUSTOMERS OF
BLUEWATER GAS STORAGE LLC

CASE NO. U-20745
• Bluewater Gas Storage LLC requests the Michigan

Public Service Commission for authority to modify
the inspection schedule for its natural gas storage
facilities in Columbus and Wales Townships, St. Clair
County, Michigan.

• The information below describes how a person may
participate in this case.

• You may call or write Bluewater Gas Storage LLC,
601 Abbott Rd., East Lansing, MI 48823, for a free
copy of its application. Any person may review the
documents at the offices of Bluewater Gas Storage
LLC.

• A pre-hearing will be held:

DATE/TIME: Thursday, May 14, 2020 at 11:00
AM

BEFORE: Administrative Law Judge
Sally Wallace

LOCATION: Michigan Public Service Commission
7109 West Saginaw Highway
Lansing, Michigan 48917

PARTICIPATION: Any interested person may attend
and participate. The hearing site is
accessible, including handicapped
parking. Persons needing any
accommodation to participate should
contact the Commission’s Executive
Secretary at (517) 284-8090 in
advance to request mobility, visual,
hearing or other assistance.

The Michigan Public Service Commission
(Commission) will hold a pre-hearing to consider
Bluewater Gas Storage LLC’s (Bluewater) March
17, 2020 application requesting the Commission to
authorize Bluewater to modify the downhole inspection
program’s logging intervals. By spreading the logging
operations out according to the proposed schedule,
Bluewater would: (i) reduce its resource constraints
incurred in testing 9 of its 10 wells in a single year; and
(ii) accomplish enhanced monitoring of all its wells,
allowing it to identify potential issues more quickly.
Approval of the relief requested will not increase
rates or charges for any customer nor will the ongoing
downhole well inspection program be negatively
affected.

All documents filed in this case shall be submitted
electronically through the Commission’s E-Dockets
website at:
michigan.gov/mpscedockets. Requirements and
instructions for filing can be found in the User Manual
on the E-Dockets help page. Documents may also be
submitted, in Word or PDF format, as an attachment to
an email sent to: mpscedockets@michigan.gov. If you
require assistance prior to e-filing, contact Commission
staff at (517) 284-8090 or by email at:
mpscedockets@michigan.gov.

Any person wishing to intervene and become a party to
the case shall electronically file a petition to intervene
with this Commission by May 7, 2020. (Interested
persons may elect to file using the traditional paper
format.) The proof of service shall indicate service
upon Bluewater Gas Storage LLC’s attorney, Sherri A.
Wellman, One Michigan Ave., Ste. 900, Lansing, MI
48933.

Any person wishing to appear at the hearing to make a
statement of position without becoming a party to the
case may participate by filing an appearance. To file
an appearance, the individual must attend the hearing
and advise the presiding administrative law judge of
his or her wish to make a statement of position. All
information submitted to the Commission in this matter
becomes public information, thus available on the
Michigan Public Service Commission’s website, and
subject to disclosure. Please do not include information
you wish to remain private.

Requests for adjournment must be made pursuant to
Michigan Office of Administrative Hearings and Rules
R 792.10422 and R 792.10432. Requests for further
information on adjournment should be directed to (517)
284-8130.

A copy of Bluewater Gas Storage LLC’s application
may be reviewed on the Commission’s website at:
michigan.gov/mpscedockets, and at the office of
Bluewater Gas Storage LLC. For more information
on how to participate in a case, you may contact the
Commission at the above address or by telephone at
(517) 284-8090.

Jurisdiction is pursuant to Section 2 of 1923 PA 238, as
amended, MCL 486.252; 1919 PA 419, as amended,
MCL 460.54 et seq.; 1939 PA 3, as amended, MCL
460.1 et seq.; 1969 PA 306, as amended, MCL 24.201
et seq.; and Parts 1 & 4 of the Michigan Office of
Administrative Hearings and Rules, Mich. Admin Code,
R 792.10106 and R 792.10401 through R 792.10448.
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to grow their own vegetables, and it means a savings
for them,” the mayor said. “You don’t have to go to the
store to buy it, (although) it takes time to grow it. …
And it’s a nice family project to do when everyone’s
home.”

How did the ‘sprouts’ program get started?

Last week, offi�cials set aside about $15,000 of
$462,000 in additional community development
grant dollars — allocated to the city this month as a
COVID-19 relief package — for a food gardening pro-
gram.

Those interested can arrange for seeds to be mailed
to them by emailing sprouts@porthuron.org.

The city was also making 50 prepackaged packets
of seeds available for pick-up on Tuesday outside the
Municipal Offi�ce Center, 100 McMorran Blvd., where
City Manager James Freed watched several residents
swing by from his offi�ce midday. He had posted an an-
nouncement on social media.

That’s where resident Sarah Nowak said she saw it.
“I had a heart attack earlier this year, and I have to

eat heart-healthy,” she said. “I have to eat lots of veg-
gies, so I’m going to try and do my own garden.”

“I just thought it was a really awesome thing be-
cause we’re all stuck at home right now anyway,” No-
wak added. “Anybody that can come out and get one
should come.”

MIGardener owner Luke Marion, who operates an
online store, social media and a popular YouTube
channel with wife Sindy, said the Sprouts eff�ort was
the sort of gardening awareness they hoped to pro-
gram with their business, adding they’ve “been very
outspoken as a company when it comes to community
involvement.”

He said the variety of veggies they chose to put in
the packets was based on what might best fi�t a new
gardener, someone who may be gardening in a small
area or in containers, and what might be of a “higher
price point at the store.”

Things like corn, Marion said, were not included be-
cause they take up a lot of space and are fairly inex-
pensive.

“We do kind of see a common trend. What we want-
ed to do was pick varieties that (gardeners) would not
only use and benefi�t from but would also be able to be
grown for a wide variety of people,” he said. “… They’re
highly nutritious, which is just important from a sus-
tenance standpoint, but they also tend to be more ex-
pensive.”

Could this program continue if successful? 

If the program proved to be successful, Repp said it
was something they would consider continuing.

But she said they wanted to see how well the 1,000
packets did at the start of the growing season.

Marion also said they’d be were interested if the city
wanted to extend Sprouts. But he said they may need
some notice to make sure seeds are available.

“The only issue right now is staffi�ng and also sup-
plies,” he said. “Because of the shortages, we had ev-
eryone all hands on deck working day in and day out to
meet the deadline to get them in time in the city’s
hands. It put a strain on our resources just because
we’re short-staff�ed already. But our packets and
(what) we get from our farmers, everyone’s in the
same boat. Things just take a lot longer.”

On Tuesday, Nowak said she hadn’t done gardened
before and was hoping to get some help from her sister.

“We’re hoping it’ll be OK,” she said with a laugh.
For newcomers like Nowak, Marion encouraged

people to look for the “huge list of resources” MIGar-
dener discusses on its Facebook and YouTube pages.

Overall, he said, “We encourage people to learn how
to grow their food,” to “get in touch with where food
comes from” and learn “how important a resource it
is.”

Jackie Smith is the local government reporter for
the Times Herald. Have questions or a story idea? Con-
tact her at (810) 989-6270 or jssmith@gannett.com.
Follow her on Twitter @Jackie20Smith.

A box of packaged garden kits sits outside the front
doors of the Municipal Office Center on Tuesday in
Port Huron. The City of Port Huron has teamed up
with MiGardener to make garden kits available for
Port Huron residents during the coronavirus
pandemic. BRIAN WELLS/TIMES HERALD
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LANSING – A statewide conservation group is ask-
ing a judge to strike down Michigan’s temporary ban
on the use of motor-powered boats as unconstitution-
al.

The Michigan United Conservation Clubs, a consor-
tium of local groups that together count more than
40,000 members, fi�led a complaint Sunday in U.S.
District Court in Grand Rapids against Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer and Michigan Department of Natural Re-
sources Director Daniel Eichinger.

The complaint is among several suits fi�led against
Whitmer by landscapers, cottage owners and sports-
men over her executive orders regarding the COVID-19
pandemic.

MUCC said it has supported the state’s closure of
Tippy Dam and other sites where anglers were not
complying with social-distancing rules intended to
slow the spread of COVID-19, the disease caused by the
new coronavirus,

But Whitmer’s blanket ban on motorboat use is un-
warranted and unconstitutional, MUCC said in a news
release. The group is asking the court to block its en-
forcement.

“Michigan anglers and recreational boaters have a
constitutional right to clear and unambiguous rules,
especially when violation of those rules can be crimi-
nally charged,” said Aaron Phelps, a Grand Rapids at-
torney who represents MUCC. “Citizens cannot be
subject to criminal penalties based on arbitrary inter-
pretations of a unilateral order or, worse, vague re-
sponses to so-called frequently asked questions.”

The governor’s offi�ce does not comment on pending
litigation, a spokeswoman for Whitmer said. 

The ban on motorized boat use falls under Whitm-
er’s expanded stay-home order, which allows outdoor
activities such as kayaking and canoeing and doesn’t
mention motorboats. But Whitmer’s offi�ce later clar-
ifi�ed the order to say that all gasoline- and electric-
powered motorboats are prohibited.

The DNR said the ban on motorized watercraft is in-
tended to slow the spread of the coronavirus by lim-
iting travel and close contact at boat ramps and gas
stations. The agency received “many reports” of
crowded boat launches where boaters were not follow-
ing social-distancing guidelines, offi�cials said.

MUCC said the blanket ban is unfair and contradic-
tory. 

Electric boat motors are banned, while gas-pow-
ered recreational vehicles are still allowed on trails, the
group said. Moreover, kayakers and canoeists use gas-
oline to get to lakes and rivers and use the same access
sites as motorboaters, it said.

“Sailboats often require multiple people and motors
but are allowed, according to the state’s interpreta-
tion,” the group said in its release. “Out-of-state an-
glers can travel freely to Michigan to fi�sh. Yet, a person

living on a lake cannot walk out their back door and
utilize their motorboat.”

For anglers, it doesn’t help that the ban comes dur-
ing the highly anticipated spring walleye, steelhead
and sucker runs. And many people have come to rely
on the high-quality protein and mental health benefi�ts
they get from fi�shing, MUCC said.

During the massive “gridlock” protest at the state
Capitol last week, some people towed boats behind
their vehicles or attached fl�ags or messages to the end
of fi�shing rods to protest Whitmer’s orders.

Even an elected prosecutor in the Upper Peninsula
has weighed in on the debate, saying he has no prob-
lem with people fi�shing in a motorboat in his county
under certain conditions.

Baraga County Prosecutor Joseph O’Leary said
there’s nothing in Whitmer’s order that specifi�cally
bans riding in a motorboat. Yet, that’s not how the or-
der has been explained by the governor’s offi�ce, he
said.

The order says kayaking and canoeing are “outdoor
physical activities” that are allowed.

“In my opinion, fi�shing is an outdoor physical activ-
ity with or without a motor attached,” O’Leary said on
the county’s website.

He said two people from diff�erent households sit-
ting at opposite ends of a boat “are very unlikely to
have a problem with my offi�ce.”

But O’Leary warned against people sitting side-by-
side and sharing a bottle, or a group of people in boats
tied up with other boats. He said “common sense”
should apply.

Amy Trotter, MUCC’s executive director, said the
group’s decision to sue came after “countless hours of
deliberations, sleepless nights, a member survey and
consultations.”

“MUCC members, our friends and our families have
been greatly impacted by this virus, and we mourn the
losses to our great state,” Trotter said in the news re-
lease.

The Associated Press contributed to this report.
Contact Ken Palmer at kpalmer@lsj.com.

Conservation group sues over state’s boat ban
Complaint fi�led to strike
down Whitmer’s order
Ken Palmer Lansing State Journal
USA TODAY NETWORK – MICHIGAN

Protesters rally in downtown Lansing on April 15, against Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s stay-at-home
order. MATTHEW DAE SMITH/LANSING STATE JOURNAL
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