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In the matter of the application of MICHIGAN
ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION COMPANY, LLC
for an Act 30 certificate of public convenience
and necessity for the construction of a major
transmission line between the Indiana/
Michigan state border at Gilead Township in
Branch County and the new Helix Substation
in Calhoun County, Michigan
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RULING DENYING PETITION TO INTERVENE OUT OF TIME OF
ELIZABETH PRICE

This ruling addresses the petition of Elizabeth Price to intervene in Case No. U-
21471, which involves an application filed by Michigan Electric Transmission Company
(METC) on July 15, 2024, under the Electric Transmission Line Certification Act (“Act
30”), MCL 460.561 et sec. for certificates to construct two major transmission lines.” On

July 26, 2024, the Commission issued a Notice of Hearing, which stated that petitions to

1 At the prehearing conferences on April 7, 2004, Case Nos. U-21471 and U-21472 were consolidated
for the purpose of administrative efficiency. Despite the consolidation of the cases, two separate
certificates are requested by the applicant.



intervene must be filed by August 22, 2024, with the prehearing being scheduled for
August 29, 2024. The prehearing was held as scheduled on August 29, 2024.

On October 22, 2024, Elizabeth Price, through counsel, filed a Petition for
Delayed Leave to Intervene Out of Time. In the petition Ms. Price asserts that she is an
affected landowner within the meaning of MCL 460.1153, and that she should therefore
be granted full intervenor status as of right in accordance with MCL 460.1153(2). The
petition notes that Rule 401 of the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure allows
for a late petition to intervene to be granted upon a showing of good cause and showing
that granting said petition will not delay the proceeding or unduly prejudice any party.

On October 29, 2024, METC filed a “partial objection” to the petition of Elizabeth
Price. METC points out that the petition mistakenly relies on MCL 460.1153, but notes
that this statue contains similar language to MCL 460.568(2) and presumes that the
petitioner intended to rely on MCL 460.568(2). The objection notes that the petition was
filed 61 days after the Commission’s deadline for intervention and 54 days after the
prehearing was held. METC further states that while the petition admits that it is
untimely, there is no explanation offered as to why the petition was filed untimely and
METC further contends that the petitioner was aware of this proceeding having
participated and made comment during the public meeting held on October 3, 2024 .2

METC does not dispute petitioner’s standing as an affected landowner but states
that when a petition is filed untimely, intervention may only be granted if the petitioning
party meets the standard for permissive intervention. METC argues, “The Petition was

file 61 days after the deadline for intervention petitions, therefore, granting intervention at

2 METC'’s Partial Objection to Elizabeth Price’s Petition for Delayed Leave to Intervene Out of Time, page
3
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this late stage of the case is discretionary and cannot be granted as of right.”
Additionally, METC asserts that should the petition be granted, the petitioner’s
participation must be limited to the scope of Act 30.

Good Cause for Late Filing

There is no dispute that Elizabeth Price did not file her petition to intervene by the
time required by the Commission. The Commission has previously held that the requisite
“good cause” can be met based upon a party being unaware of the proceedings, or their
prospective interest in the matter, until after the deadline, as well as demonstrating a
unique perspective or interest in the case. See, November 22, 2016 order in Case No. U-
17691; see also, May 15, 2013 order in Case No. U-16200. Additionally, the Commission
has held that permissive intervention is appropriate “if the litigant could be expected to
bring helpful information to the Commission’s attention that might not otherwise be
available.™

However, in this matter the petitioner has not articulated what the good cause for
her late filing is in this petition. There is no explanation in the petition as to why the
petition was filed untimely or offering any good cause for the late filing. Mich Admin
Code, R 792.10410 addresses petitions to intervene in matters before the Commission,
stating:

R 792.10410 Petitions. Rule 410.
(1) A person who is not a complainant, respondent, applicant,
or staff, and who claims an interest in a proceeding may

petition for leave to intervene. Unless otherwise provided in
the notice of hearing, a petition for leave to intervene must be

3 METC’s Partial Objection to Elizabeth Price’s Petition for Delayed Leave to Intervene Out of Time, page
4,

4 October 14, 2010 order in Case No. U-16200, p. 4.
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filed with the commission not less than 7 days before the
date set for the initial hearing or prehearing conference and
the petition must be served on all parties to the proceeding.
All parties must have an adequate opportunity to file
objections to, and to be heard with respect to, the petition for
leave to intervene. A petition for leave to intervene that is not
filed in a timely manner may be granted upon a showing of
good cause and a showing that a grant of the petition will not
delay the proceeding or unduly prejudice any party to the
proceeding. Except for good cause, an intervenor whose
petition is not filed in a timely manner, but who is
nevertheless granted leave to intervene, is bound by the
record and procedural schedules developed before the
granting of leave to intervene.

(2) A petition for leave to intervene must set out clearly and
concisely the facts supporting the petitioner's alleged right or
interest, the grounds of the proposed intervention, and the
position of the petitioner in the proceeding to fully and
completely advise the parties and the commission of the
specific issues of fact or law to be raised or controverted. If
affirmative relief is sought, the petition for leave to intervene
must specify that relief. Requests for relief may be stated in
the alternative.

As stated above, the petition offers no reason for the delayed filing and no recitation of
facts that could provide a good cause for the late filing. As no grounds upon which the
undersigned could make a determination as to good cause have been articulated, the
undersigned must conclude that no good cause has been presented for the late petition

to intervene. Therefore, as no good cause has been shown, the petition must be denied.
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CONCLUSION

Elizabeth Price’s Petition for Delayed Leave to Intervene Out of Time is DENIED.

Issued and Served:
November 8, 2024
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PROOF OF SERVICE

Meaghan Dobie, being duly sworn, deposes and says that on November 8, 2024 she
served a copy of the attached Ruling Denying Petition to Intervene Out of Time of
Elizabeth Price via email and/or first-class mail to the persons as shown on the attached

service list.

s

Meaghan Dobie

Subscribed and sworn to before me this
8" day of November 2024.

Brianna L\.Brown
Notary Public, Gratiot County, Michigan
My Commission Expires July 4, 2028
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